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Changing labour markets

EU SKILLS POLICY 2

Atypical forms of 
work

More frequent  professional 
transitions

Shifting employment 
between sectors

Shifting skills needs Demographic changes



over 90% of jobs require

digital skills, however 54% 

of the adult population 

in Europe has

basic digital skills

74% of 

SMEs reported 

that they 

face skills

shortages in 2023

38 

occupations

were classified 

as shortages in 

2022

adult learning 

remains low -

with a participation 

rate of around 

37%

Skills shortages as a challenge and 
skilled workforce as an enabler

3EUROPEAN YEAR OF SKILLS: CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES



Reduce by 

the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion by 2030

European Pillar of Social Rights - Targets

4

(2021 2030)

At least: 78%

60%

15 million

of the population aged 20 to 64 should be in employment by 2030

of all adults should participate in training every year by 2030

Current level: 73.1% (2019)

Current level: 37.4% (2016)

Current level: 91 million persons (2019)
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Policy context

Digital Education Action Plan

European

Digital 

Credentials for

Learning

European Pillar of Social Rights

Europass Decision

European Skills Agenda

Micro-Credentials Recommendation

Individual Learning Account

Recommendation

Achieving the European

Education Area (2025)

European Qualifications Framework

European Skills, Competences, 

and Occupations (ESCO)

European Data Strategy

Skills and Talent Mobility Package

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0022&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1226&langId=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0646&rid=9
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018D0646&rid=9
https://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=22832&langId=en
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/micro-credentials
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/micro-credentials
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/micro-credentials
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/73f94ed8-8bfc-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-HTML/source-222210996
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/73f94ed8-8bfc-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-HTML/source-222210996
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/73f94ed8-8bfc-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-HTML/source-222210996
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/73f94ed8-8bfc-11eb-b85c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-HTML/source-222210996
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0625
https://europa.eu/europass/en/europass-digital-tools/european-qualifications-framework#:~:text=The%20EU%20developed%20the%20European,and%20professional%20development%20across%20Europe.
https://esco.ec.europa.eu/en
https://esco.ec.europa.eu/en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593073685620&uri=CELEX:52020DC0066
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1593073685620&uri=CELEX:52020DC0066
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What is a Digital Credential?

What is it?

A digital presentation of our traditional learning credentials, securely received directly in one's digital wallet
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Context of European Digital Credentials



Digital Transition for Credentials

• A move beyond paper

• Adapting to market needs 

• Sharing credentials online

• All your credentials in one place

• Cost & Time efficiency
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What is offered by the EDC infrastructure?

BUILD

credential 

templates in 

the Online 

Builder

ISSUE

Seal and 

award 

credentials to 

owners

STORE

credentials 

securely in 

one wallet

SHARE

credential 

information 

with one click

Start with web-based free tools 

VERIFY

credential's 

authenticity 

and validity

Adopt custom-built 

implementation with 

open-source code

For a more detailed introduction to EDC – see our last Webinar



487 properties describe

• Credential owner

• Organisations

• Achievements 

• Activities

• Assessments

• Entitlements

Transparency and Portability



11

European Learning Model

04

03

02

01

Definitions and Standards in EQF 

Recommendation, Diploma Supplement, 

Europass Decision, etc. supplemented by 

glossaries for additional terms

01 European Information Model

National, Regional or Sectoral 

extensions of the data model & 

application profiles to deal with specific 

use cases

04 Extensions

A Linked Open Data publication of 

concepts to be used in educational and 

employment use cases throughout 

Europe

02 European Learning Model

Specific sets of rules for publishing 

learning opportunities, qualifications, 

accreditations and credentials in 

Europass

03 Application Profiles



European Skills, Competences, 

Qualifications and Occupations (ESCO)

• describing, identifying and classifying 

professional occupations and skills 

relevant for the EU labour market and 

education and training area

• systematically showing the relations 

between those occupations and skills

• ELM allows allows the cross-references

Digital Credentials and ESCO
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Current Status of uptake of EDC 

o 14 institutions actively issuing EDCs

o 50+ organisations testing or exploring the use of EDCs across 25 countries

o Ranging from VET providers, Universities, Training providers, and national

implementations

o Close to 30.000 EDCs are stored in Europass wallets

o 5+ million wallets available

o Varied types of credentials: qualifications/diplomas, micro-credentials, transcript of 

records, certificates of participation, etc.



europass.euEuropean Commission 14

e-Portfolio
Set of online tools &

information to manage

every step of your learning

and career.

Jobs, Learning 

Opportunities, and 

Qualifications Search
Central database to search for courses,

qualifications, accreditation throughout

Europe and link with EURES

Europass infosite
Presents information as described on 

the Europass decision and the first 

access point to register and use the 

digital tools.

Digital skills self-

assessment test
Tool to assess and improve

digital skills. Based on the

Digital Competence

Framework.

Digital Credentials
Set of standards, services &

software allowing institutions

to issue digital, tamper-evident

qualifications and other

learning credentials.

Europass Components



Thank you!

Contact the EDC Team at EMPL-ELM-SUPPORT@ec.europa.eu


